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Dear ETSD Families: 

 

I want to formally welcome you back to in-person learning after an eight month hiatus.  I am sure many families are 

ready to get back into the routine of sending your children off to school.  Education has changed significantly since 

March 13, 2020 and I would like to outline what the changes look like in Eastampton.  What hasn’t changed is our 

tireless efforts of meeting each student's individual needs.  

 

Health and Safety 

For in-person students only, parents will be required to complete an online screening questionnaire.  This 

questionnaire will be made available on PowerSchool each morning and must be completed in order to send your 

child to school.  Students will not be permitted to enter the school if the questionnaire is not completed each morning 

or if “yes” is answered to any of the screening questions.  

 

❖ Keep your child home if they are sick, have symptoms, or have been exposed to COVID-19. 

 

All staff and students returning will be required to wear masks for the entire school day.  This includes students who 

take the bus.  Students who do not wear masks will not be permitted in the building or on the bus.  Refusal to wear a 

mask will result in administrative schedule change to remote instruction exclusively.  

 

Each grade level will have a separate entrance as indicated in the map that is included in this packet.  Students will not 

enter through the front door.  Bus students will enter through the rear of the building. 

 

Meals 

Breakfast will be served socially distanced in the cafetorium from 8:30 - 8:55 a.m.  Lunch will be delivered to 

classrooms to be taken home at the end of the school day.   

 

Schedule and Travel 
If your child is eligible and you have indicated that you would like them to take the bus, letters with bus information 

will be mailed to you next week. 

 

Our schedule has also been amended to create smaller class sizes and socially distance during our four hour day. 

Desks will be spaced at least six feet apart.   

 

Students in grades kindergarten through fifth grade will enter and exit through their respective entrances and stay in 

their classrooms with the exception of outside time (teacher scheduled) and mask breaks (teacher scheduled).  

Students in grades sixth through eighth will enter and exit through their respective entrances and travel by grade level 

two minutes apart.  This will reduce the traffic in the hallway. The students will not line up and wait for their buses as 

we have done in the past.  Bus students will be called to their buses when the buses arrive. 

 

Beginning the second marking period, each Wednesday will be asynchronous learning (not live) and devoted to 

specials.  For middle school students, please see the attached schedule for Wednesday’s specials.  For elementary 
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students, please visit your teacher’s virtual platform for this marking period’s specials.  Completing assignments for 

each special is required each week. 

 

All students have been assigned to a “Track” (printed on the top of their schedules).  The Track will indicate which 

Cohort they are a part of.  The four cohorts, or tracks, are explained in the following table: 

 

      Cohort/Track    Monday   Tuesday  Wednesday   Thursday     Friday 

A In-person In-person Remote Remote Remote 

B Remote Remote Remote In-person In-person 

C Remote Remote Remote Remote Remote 

D (Self-Contained) In-person In-person Remote In-person In-person 

 

Attendance 

Teachers will take attendance for in-person and remote students during the first period at 9:00 a.m.  If your child is 

not in front of the computer (remote) or not in their assigned seat, they will be marked absent.  Four or more 

unexcused in-person absences will result in administrative removal of hybrid learning and placement into full remote 

learning. 

 

Conferences 

Conferences will be virtual and scheduled by your child’s teachers.  Session availability will be live on November 9, 

2020.  Please check our website for updates. 

 

Kindergarten Orientation 

Kindergarten Orientation will be held on Friday, November 13th for hybrid students only. Cohort A orientation will 

be from 9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.  Cohort B orientation will be from 10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. There will be no 

kindergarten bus ride during the orientation this year. 

 

Additional Important Notes 

❖ Keep your child home if they are sick, have symptoms, or have been exposed to COVID-19. 

❖ Eastampton will maintain close communication with the local health department regarding safety protocols, local 

cases and contact tracing. 

❖ Materials will not be shared.  Teachers will provide a list of materials needed for in-person learning and remote 

learning. 

❖ Parents will not be admitted into the building without an appointment.  Communicate directly with your child’s 

teacher if you have a question regarding your child’s grades or supplies.  Utilize the dropbox outside of the front 

entrance to drop off paperwork or supplies. 

❖ Students will be required to wash/sanitize their hands upon entry into the classroom and when they use the restroom. 

❖ No more than two students at a time will be allowed to use the restroom.  We will have staff signing students in and 

out for contact tracing. 

❖ Each student will have an assigned seat and must remain in that seat for the duration of the class period.  Breaks will 

be provided by your child’s teacher. 

❖ Please follow the link below to the NJ Department of Health’s guidelines for when an illness occurs at school and 

when someone tests positive for COVID-19.  Eastampton will adhere to these guidelines carefully. NJ DOH CDC 

Guidelines for K-12 Schools 

 

We look forward to the second start of our school year and thank you for your understanding as we were preparing the 

building for your return. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Ambrose F. Duckett, III 

Superintendent/Principal 

https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/RecommendationsForLocalHealthDepts_K12Schools.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/RecommendationsForLocalHealthDepts_K12Schools.pdf

